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summer gear

Our special summer folder is back and better than ever. Discover a summer
of kid friendly fun with registration forms, program information and more.
To receive your free MBayKids summer folder, register online at
www.MBayKids.com today!

Advertising Deadline - April 25, 2007
Mail Date - May 7, 2007

Thank you!!

Do you realize that, right now, you are reading
our sixth issue of Seoop! magazine?! All of us at
MBayKids are so grateful for those of you who
have written to tell us how much you enjoy
receiving it in the mail or picking it up around
town. Every issue is as much a labor of love for
our contributors as it is for the staff at MBayKids
and it's your continued support that makes it all
worthwhile. So, on behalf of everyone who
makes this publication possible, | offer a
heartfelt “thank you!”

March is National Craft Month and for those of you who have told us you look
forward to our monthly Arts & Crafts feature, you might be interested to learn that
you are supporting a $30 million dollar-a-year industry! According to the Craft &
Hobby Association, 57% of U.S. households have at least one person who has
crafted in the last year. The average annual craft expenditure per household in
2006 was $476.

That’s a lot of hot glue sticks.

Teri Ouellette, the national spokesperson for the Craft & Hobby Association, says,
“Crafting is a great way for families to get together, be creative and have a good
time.” However, my research on crafting has turned up an interesting find that
should interest both parents and educators on the subject.

According to a 2001 study conducted by an independent educational research
firm*, arts & crafts have an important place in the classroom. This study took a
look at children in kindergarten through sixth grade, in both public and private
schools, to determine the impact of hands-on crafts as an instructional tool within
the core curriculum. The study’s quantitative results showed that students who
spent a greater portion of their classroom instructional time engaged in hands-on
projects were able to score significantly higher on writing and drawing knowledge
application tasks than those students who devoted far less time to in-class craft
projects.

I now look at the art on my refrigerator in a whole new way!
Keep your eyes open this month for special crafting events taking place at various

locations on the Central Coast. The month of March may “come in like a lion and
go out like a lamb,” but, according to the Craft

& Hobby Association, in between, you have

“31 days to discover life’s little pleasures.” T]ﬁS iSSue’S Seoop!
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House Calls
Homesehooling
Lori McDonnal

Arts & Crafts
Spring Fun
Entertainment
Sweet Stuff

12 Teacher of the Month
13 MamaPreneur

*For information on this 2001 study,
commissioned by the Hobby Industry Assoc-
iation, visit our Teacher Resource page at
www.MBayKids.com/teachers.asp.
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